Mangano 2

Joseph Mangano
4/10/08

ED 560 – Dr. DeGroot
Keypal Project Journal Entry #5

Week Five

I guess I have talked a good deal about some minor frustrations I’ve encountered while doing the Keypal project; I’m constantly being reminded that the students I am communicating with are only in third grade, and so I should be reasonable with my expectations. This week, however, was met with a new sensation. Instead of anticipation or dissatisfaction, my experience was one of fear, for when I first read Nelly’s message, I was mortified. In the wake of testing and breaks from school, it’s been hard for me to keep track of when my Keypals are writing, and I mistakenly believed I had more time to write follow-ups to Nelly and Derek’s E-mails than I did. I noted this much to Nelly, and was very apologetic about leaving her with nothing to reply back to. Hopefully, this will not impact our rapport, which is where my fear comes in. Dr. DeGroot encouraged me to not take the situation so seriously, however, reasoning Nelly probably just said what popped into her head and thought no more about it. She also encouraged me to analyze the tone of the message to see what I could glean about it. At first, I pictured Nelly sitting at her computer and feeling dejected, but maybe she was just really bored or slightly annoyed. In any event, on the plus side of things, I was able to spin her remark into a question about her life, so I hope she will take interest and answer it. Interestingly enough, Derek, in the absence of an E-mail from me, still wrote a whole message to me. As Nelly is the better writer, I admit I would not have expected Derek to be writing more given the scenario. He did, though, and it is good to see he is not writing less and less or resorting to merely asking questions. In addition, I found a huge positive with regard to his adherence to the comments and questions of my last E-mail. Thus, is it reassuring to see that there is genuine correspondence between us Keypals. That has been an ongoing concern for the members of the class, so I feel pretty lucky that Nelly and Derek are generally pretty focused. It also is comforting to know the project hasn’t ceased to surprise. As stated, I would have expected Nelly to write more given the circumstances, so of course, my expectations were reversed. It is nice to know, consequently, that Derek does not need a cue to write, and while he is not as strong a writer, he seems to be self-dependent, something to be stressed in today’s schools, I feel.
