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Week Seven

In the last “week” of the Keypal project, it is vaguely amusing to see that certain elements of my students’ E-mails are still intact from the days of the earlier messages. In saying that she is going to miss me, Nelly issued the common refrain of “sorry-have-to-go-to-lunch,” which I got a kick out of and which seems appropriate. This is by no means a teary goodbye, after all, and I’m glad things stayed light throughout the project. Once again, I feel I do not have the resources available to analyze Derek’s half of the correspondence; my closing E-mail to him was largely an echo of what I sent to Nelly. So, pertaining to Nelly, I received a quaint little message from her as her ultimate act of correspondence. Of course, being the grammar/usage perfectionist I am, I could not help but wince slightly at the confusion of “write” and “right.” I was rather pleased, however, with Nelly’s description of her Field Day. As a class, we have touched upon the difficulty for third graders to focus on writing about specific topics, so I must say I was impressed with her multi-sentence explanation of what Field Day is like. Her “paragraph” was especially impressive in that it contained components of good writing aside from the length. There is a great deal of relation from sentence to sentence (fluency) and what’s more, there is some semblance of transition use. Certainly, the use of “so” and “well” to begin sentences isn’t going to help her on her high school essays, but for third-grade computer writing, that stylistic choice seems above average.

Nelly has definitely seemed to progress from start to finish. When it comes to the final project analysis, this seems like a good source of material. Noting the abrupt end to Derek’s correspondence, any analysis will be tougher, and I might have to focus more on what I did to try to encourage my Keypals, as Mark suggested. As you can notice, my last E-mail to them contained no questions, but rather advice to them as people, as opposed to them as students or Keypals. I’m not sure what Nelly and Derek got out of this project, but if my online friendship with them made them think any harder about the tried-and-true statements I handed down to them, then I most definitely feel this was a success.

