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Week Four

Week Four was vaguely exciting for me. Now that I understand that there was no grand design or no expected theme for the Keypal conversations given it is a first-time project, I am more forgiving of what I first perceived to be limitations of our “study.” Better yet, though, some of my personal aims for the project look as if they are coming to fruition on their own. One of my initial goals for the Keypal project was to engage in conversations that were germane to the subject matter of this course. This week, with Nelly, I did not quite achieve that level of relation to the course, but I did get her to focus on the classroom environment more. In turn, that shifted my focus more toward the content of her letters as opposed to orthographic and grammatical standards, and I found her suggestion for the use of a store as a reward/reinforcement measure to be valuable as a prospective teacher. As for Derek, I am optimistic that I can find with him what several of my fellow students have seemed to find: a “hook” with which to encourage long(er) bits of writing. The general realm of sports is one that I am very interested in, and from what I gather from Derek’s latest message, he plays baseball and might have even gone to the same basketball game I did this past Friday. As I played little league baseball, right there are two potential avenues for getting him more excited about writing. Truth be told, it might even get me more excited about writing. As for another point of excitement, I was also proud to see Derek got an A-plus on a report he was doing. Though one does not seriously expect the E-mails to positively or negatively affect classroom progress, it is still nice to know you haven’t “jinxed” your Keypal. Going back to the notion of the hook, though, I am a little wary now after a few weeks about trying to start directing the conversations more; I don’t want my Keypals to feel limited by any selection of topics I may make. Nevertheless, as the elder student and adult, I have more experience with writing and critical thinking, so perhaps it is in our best interest for more control on my part.
