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3. Does the research involve…  (Check all appropriate responses)
_X_ Under 18 yr olds ___ Prisoners ___ Pregnant Women ___ Disabled (learning or physical)
__ survey/questionnaire
__ interview instrument
___ observational checklist/form

_X_ the use of educational tests/assessments  (published or teacher constructed; cognitive, diagnostic, aptitude, or achievement)  Please describe or identify the instrument: 
San Diego Quick Reading Assessment, investigator-/teacher-composed writing assignments and tests 









__ Research ensures subjects’ anonymity (no one can identify subjects from data or records)
_X_  Research ensures subjects’ confidentiality (PI can identify the subjects, though this information will not be divulged)
_X_ the subjects not being fully informed of all aspects of the research project relevant to them

__ information which would place the subject at risk of criminal liability if it became known outside the research

__ information that could affect the subject’s employability, financial standing or reputation

__ information that deals with sensitive aspects of the subject’s behavior such as illegal conduct, drug use, sexual behavior, or use of alcohol.  Describe: 




__ interviewing or surveying only elected/appointed officials or candidates for public office

__ observation of public behavior (Behavior observable by persons other than the person recording the data)
_X_ the use of existing data, documents, records or specimens (information not being generated specifically for this research project – e.g., previous grades or test results) Describe: prior grades on measures of reading comprehension from same school year
4. Who will the potential subjects be drawn from? (check all appropriate responses)

 __ From your own class(es):  ___The entire class
___ selected students  

_X_ From other sources:

a) ___Other classes at your school:  
b) _X_ Classes at other schools (explain):
c) ___ Parents of your own students
d) ___ Teachers/Administrators at your school


e) _X_ Teachers/Administrators at other schools

f) ___ Other (explain):
Does your research require that you obtain any sort of private information to which you do not have a right of access – e.g., contact information (names, addresses, phone numbers, etc.), grades assigned by other teachers, information on specific disabilities, etc. – what sort of information will you need, and how will you obtain the necessary permissions?
Research will require viewing grades from classes of administering teachers.

On a separate paper, concisely and clearly address the following questions, in order, numbering your answers to correspond to the questions.  (Write “NA” where the question is not applicable)
5.  What relationship does the PI have with any potential research subjects?  What relationship does the PI have with the school and/or personnel involved in the study?  (It is particularly important to report whether or not you have any authority or influence over any subjects – e.g., as their supervisor or teacher, or if you are related to someone who has such authority or influence)
6. What are the risks to the human subject (physiological, psychological, employability, job, legal, grades, etc.) 
7. If participants are divided into groups which will not all receive essentially the same services at the same time, what benefits/disadvantages could result? (otherwise NA)
8. How will confidentiality of the subjects be ensured for each distinct group of participants and each separate set of data?
9. Is there any information with regard to protocol or intention that will not be disclosed to the subjects or guardians on the informed consent form? If so, what is it, and why will it not be disclosed?

10. If any information was not fully disclosed (see 10) through informed consent, it must be disclosed via a debriefing at the end of the study.  How will this information be disclosed to the subjects and guardians?
11. How will the data be recorded and stored? (Be specific). PLEASE NOTE: All original data must be kept for a minimum of three years.

12.  Please provide a self-contained summary of your project which can be distributed to the IRB members.  Please be clear and concise, avoid jargon, and take no more than a single page.  Be sure to address all of the following: 

· What is the purpose of the study?  

· What is the research design? 

· are you setting up an actual intervention/experimental study (in which case, you must make clear how you are comparing the results with a control group or other norm), or are you simply measuring the effects of a classroom activity, procedure, etc. that the students will all participate in as part of their ordinary classroom activities.  If the latter, is this classroom activity or procedure being introduced specially for your research (explain)?
· If your project involves more than one group of subjects, explain the nature and purpose of each such group. 
· Will potential subjects include all members of a class or group, or will only some members be asked to participate?  If the latter, what will be the criterion of selection?

· Specify the characteristics required of the subjects (age, gender, ability, etc.) and the expected number of subjects.

· what will be required by each subject?
· If a student or parent refuses participation, how will you handle that person so as not to deny them any benefit the participants receive, and so as not to stigmatize or disadvantage that non-participant in any way?
5. The principal investigator will have a working relationship with the administering teachers.
6. NA
7. NA

8. Confidentiality will be established by randomly sorting subject data during data entry and randomly assigning identification numbers to participants to obscure identity.

9. Participants will not be informed they are reading texts designed to be more attuned to boys’ interests, as to not unduly influence motivation to read the selected texts.
10. Student participants will be debriefed verbally and privately by the administering teachers. Parents/guardians will be debriefed in writing.

11. Computer-entered data will be stored on a password-protected computer and all printed data will be stored in a locked cabinet.

12.  The purpose of this study is to assess how introducing literature designed to interest boys into a Language Arts/English curriculum affects their performance on reading comprehension. This purpose is supported by research that suggests boys start reading later, read less, are attending college less, and generally underachieve in the area of reading compared to girls. 
Regarding the execution of the study, the sample to be used will consist of thirty (30) students (ages ten to twelve) in one or more fifth grade Language Arts classes in Bergen County, New Jersey. Only male students will be considered for participation in the study. The administering teachers will assess baseline reading levels using the San Diego Quick Reading Assessment, a diagnostic test promoted by the National Institute of Literacy. Additionally, teachers will provide prior grades for participants relevant to reading comprehension to the principal investigator. Furthermore, the administering teachers will assign texts in the classroom with literature judged (by the principal investigator, administering teachers and selected Felician College faculty members) as more appealing to young males over a ten-week period. Participants will be assessed on reading comprehension using prompted written responses and graded tests whose contents will relate to the administered books. These assessments will be created and graded jointly by the principal investigator and administering teachers. At the conclusion of the study, participants will be re-assessed using the San Diego Assessment. Descriptive statistics based on the response grades and test scores will be calculated, in addition to inferential comparisons. Prior to these tests, a level of significance of .05 will be set for each test.
In the event a student/guardian refuses participation, the student’s data will not be recorded for the study, but he will still receive the same in-class lessons as other students. 
May 12, 2008

Dear _________:

I am a graduate student attending Felician College, enrolled in their Master’s program for Education and Initial Teaching Certification; I am due to graduate in May 2009.  However, in order to complete the program, I am required to conduct a research project, write a thesis paper based on my research, and present my findings.  The Felician College Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Rights (IRB) has approved this proposal.

The purpose of my study is to assess how literature designed to interest boys into a Language Arts/English curriculum affects their performance on reading comprehension. This purpose is supported by research that suggests boys start reading later, read less, are attending college less, and generally underachieve in the area of reading compared to girls. The students of a class agreed upon by a cooperating teacher will be asked to participate in normal class activities and assessments without having to complete additional assignments outside of class. This study will run from January to mid-March, and upon completion, the administering teacher will provide me with grade information and other test results. All information will remain confidential and the students’ names will not be used in the actual report.

This research project will be completed and presented in May 2009.  If you so request, I will send you a copy of the final report prior to my oral presentation. Attached is a consent form that outlines the study. If you have any questions, please contact me at (551) 689-9850 or via E-mail at moejango@optonline.net. You may also speak with my faculty advisor, Professor Irene Koterba at (201) 559-3521 or Dr. Richard Burnor, Chair of the Felician College IRB, at (201) 559-6143. Please note that I cannot carry out my research in your school unless you grant permission.  If I have your permission to conduct my research in your school, kindly complete the form on the following page and return it to me in the self-addressed, stamped envelope I have enclosed.
I would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Joseph Mangano
I hereby grant permission for Joseph Mangano to conduct a study in my school.  I understand that in order to insure the confidentiality of their responses, subjects will be randomly numbered and no identifying characteristics of students, teachers, or their school will be made known in my report.

Signed ____________________________________________ Date_____________________

Title ______________________________________________

Name of School _____________________________________
May 12, 2008

Dear Students,

Hello, my name is Joseph, and I take classes at Felician College in Rutherford, NJ. I am working on a very big project called a Research Thesis and it is due in May. My research thesis will be studying how using literature (books other than textbooks) affects how well you do in class. I was hoping that you would be interested in helping me with my project. To complete this project, I need to use some of your class grades. Don’t worry; ONLY I WILL SEE YOUR GRADES AND I WILL NEVER TELL ANYONE WHAT YOUR GRADES ARE. When I write my thesis, I will not use your real names. That means you and your grades will be confidential (secret). This is all I am asking of you. If you decide you would like to help me with my project, please fill out the bottom of this letter. If you would not like to help, it is no problem and I appreciate your honesty and time. Whatever you decide, it will have no effect on your grades or work at school.
Thank you so much!

________ YES, I agree to be part of this project.

________ NO, I don’t want to be part of this project.

Full name ___________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Dear Parent(s)/Guardians:
I am a graduate student attending Felician College, enrolled in their Master’s program for Education and Initial Teaching Certification; I am due to graduate in May 2009.  However, in order to complete the program, I am required to conduct a research project, write a thesis paper based on my research, and present my findings.  The Felician College Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Rights (IRB) has approved this project, as well as the school’s principal.  The purpose of my study is to assess how literature designed to interest boys into a Language Arts/English curriculum affects their performance on reading comprehension. This purpose is supported by research that suggests boys start reading later, read less, are attending college less, and generally underachieve in the area of reading compared to girls. Your child will be asked to participate in normal class activities and assessments without having to complete additional assignments outside of class. 

This study will run from January to mid-March, and upon completion, the administering teacher will provide me with grade information and other test results. All information will remain confidential and your child’s name will not be used in the actual report.

This research project will be completed and presented in May 2009.  If you so request, I will send you a copy of the final report prior to my oral presentation. Attached is a consent form that outlines the study. If you have any questions, please contact me at (551) 689-9850 or via E-mail at moejango@optonline.net. You may also speak with my faculty advisor, Professor Irene Koterba at (201) 559-3521 or Dr. Richard Burnor, Chair of the Felician College IRB, at (201) 559 -6143.

I would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Joseph Mangano
Informed Consent Form
I, Joseph Mangano, will be conducting a research project as part of my requirements to obtain my Master’s Degree at Felician College. Your child is being asked to participate in a research study to investigate if introducing literature designed to interest boys into a Language Arts/English curriculum affects their performance on reading comprehension.

Information

This study will run from January to mid-March and will concern strictly the males of the class. Once the study begins, the administering teacher will assess baseline reading levels using the San Diego Quick Reading Assessment, a diagnostic test promoted by the National Institute of Literacy. Furthermore, the administering teacher will assign texts in the classroom with literature judged (by myself, the administering teacher and selected Felician College faculty members) as more appealing to young males. Your child will be assessed on reading comprehension using prompted written responses and graded tests whose contents will relate to the administered books. These assessments will be created and graded jointly by the administering teacher and myself. At the conclusion of the study, participants will be re-assessed using the San Diego Assessment.
Risks

Your child is at no risk as a result of participation of the study. The study is neither physically dangerous nor will it detract from normal classroom activities.
Benefits

The researcher will gain a better understanding of how books presumed to have a greater audience among boys may benefit the academic success of young male learners.

Confidentiality

The subject’s identity will be known only to your child’s teacher and me. Your child will be randomly assigned a random number when referred to in the report. All physical/electronic data will be stored in a locked cabinet or password-protected computer, respectively.

Contact
If you have any questions, please contact me at (551) 689-9850 or via E-mail at moejango@optonline.net. You may also speak with my faculty advisor, Professor Irene Koterba at (201) 559-3521 or Dr. Richard Burnor, Chair of the Felician College IRB, at (201) 559-6143.

Participation

Participation is strictly voluntary. You may withdraw permission for your child to participate at any time without penalty or effect to his grades.
Consent

I have read this form and kept a copy. I understand the nature of the study, how information will be gathered and stored, and how that information will be used.

_____ I give permission for my child, _____________________ to participate in the study.

_____ I do not give permission for my child, _____________________ to participate in the study.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________

Date: _______________________

