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AN ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF INCLUDING LITERATURE DEVOTED TO BOYS’ INTERESTS ON CLASS READING COMPREHENSION
Joseph Mangano, Felician College
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to assess how introduction of literature presumed to be more attuned to boys’ interests into a Language Arts/English curriculum affects student performance on reading comprehension.
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. Will the introduction of literature more attuned to boys’ interests affect student performances on assessments of reading comprehension?
2. Will the introduction of such literature yield improvements on assessments of reading comprehension for boys?
3. Will the introduction of such literature have any statistically significant effects on girls?

HYPOTHESIS
Introduction of literature more highly related to boys’ interests in a Language Arts/English classroom will yield statistically significant improvements in reading comprehension for boys, while at the same time will not affect girls in any statistically significant ways.

RATIONALE

Evidence dating back to the 1930’s and receiving increasing attention today shows that boys tend to lag behind girls in reading achievement (Brozo, 2006). Research suggests boys take longer to learn to read than girls; they read less than girls and are more apt to describe themselves as non-readers (Jones, 2005). Moreover, there has been a decline since the 1970’s in the rates of males attending undergraduate colleges relative to girls (Viadero, 2006). Studies have shown, however, that incorporating topics that appeal to boys may help reverse trends of girls outperforming boys in reading and writing (King & Gurian, 2006).
METHODOLOGY

The sample to be used for this study will consist of thirty (30) students in a fifth grade Language Arts classroom in Bergen County, New Jersey. Administering teacher will assess reading level using the San Diego Quick Reading Assessment. Following this, teacher will supplement texts in classroom with literature judged as more appealing to young males over a ten-week period. Participants will be assessed on reading comprehension using prompted written responses and graded tests whose contents will relate to the administered books. Descriptive statistics based on the response grades and test scores will be calculated, in addition to inferential comparisons. Prior to these tests, a level of significance of .05 will be set for each test.  
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