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Pre-K Selection: Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes
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Chrysanthemum the mouse is born, and up until her first day of school, she is proud as proud can be of her name. When she finally gets to class and introduces herself, though, the entire class makes fun of her name, and Victoria and her cronies continue to pester her about it. Finally, the kids learn that Mrs. Twinkle, the music teacher, is named Delphinium, and upon her deference to Chrysanthemum’s name, our heroine becomes the envy of the class.
Applications to Diversity: individual differences, acceptance, good for parent reader
Applications to Classroom: beginning of the year introductions, theme of community
Suggested Literacy Skill(s): simple writing, such as student’s own name (to be modeled after Chrysanthemum) 
Grades K-1 Selection: Dear World by Takayo Noda
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Dear World is a collection of short poems composed as odes to the world and its various components (living and not) which give a vibrant personality to each of the things that touch the narrator and vice-versa. The tone of the book is one of child-like wonder, and is accompanied by dazzling paper collage illustrations to engage even the adult reader.

Applications to Diversity: diversity of nature (human nature included), diversity of voices, learning styles (appeals to visual learners)
Applications to Classroom: discussion about need to respect nature/immigration, poetry workshop, pen pal project

Suggested Literacy Skill(s): introduction to poetry, limited discussion of simile/metaphor

Grades 2-5 Selection (probably more appropriate for 6-8): Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman
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Seedfolks builds thirteen separate narratives out of a single setting and single uniting event. From Kim’s account of her planting of lima beans in a vacant lot in urban Cleveland, other people introduce themselves by talking about the neighborhood and describing Kim’s act, albeit often inaccurately. The “characters” come from a range of backgrounds, including Jewish, Haitian, English and Latino.
Applications to Diversity: race/culture along the lines of racism, xenophobia and other prejudices, diversity of opinion, diversity of language
Applications to Classroom: theme of growth, can be coupled with plant-growing project in Science context, formal writing assignments vs. informal speech of narrators
Suggested Literacy Skill(s): context clues, tone, voice
Grades 6-8 Selection: The Giver by Lois Lowry
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The Giver is a futuristic parable about the dangers of stifling emotion, differences and one’s ability to choose. Jonas, the protagonist, believes he lives a good life in his utopian society, but shortly after beginning training as the society’s new Receiver under The Giver, he learns what true feelings are, including those of pain, loss, hunger and even love. Seeing his world for what it truly is, he rejects his sterile reality and aims to escape to a more fully “human” experience.
Applications to Diversity: diversity through rejection of Sameness, diversity of audience (can be geared to male readers and/or older readers)
Applications to Classroom: contrast/compare Jonas’ world with our own, contrast compare Giver with Huxley’s Brave New World/Plato’s allegory of the cave
Suggested Literacy Skill(s): making inferences
Grades 9-12 Selection: The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
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In Cisneros’ story, Esperanza Cordero lives a year in a decaying Chicago neighborhood. With a keen eye, Esperanza describes through a series of vignettes her world around her and the various quirky individuals who inhabit it. Through it all, she evokes themes of dealing with poverty, becoming a woman, her Latina heritage and the universal desire of humankind to reach their highest potential.
Applications to Diversity: demographical diversity (e.g. poor, female, Hispanic), urban setting is not familiar to all readers, appeals to ESL students 
Applications to Classroom: comparisons to Miller’s Death of a Salesman/Albee’s The American Dream, students encouraged to think about how their town or family has influenced their personal stories
Suggested Literacy Skill(s): writer’s voice/narrator and author as two separate entities
