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Pearl Harbor

Many historical events have a difficult time escaping the onslaught of conspiracies that surround them.  On December 7, 1941 the United States was attacked by the Japanese forces at Pearl Harbor in what shocked the nation as a deliberate “surprise” attack.  Since that day, the event has been under relentless scrutiny with possibilities arising that the United States had actually known about the attack beforehand.  Some have labeled Pearl Harbor as the “Mother of All Conspiracies” due to sheer amount of evidence that has surfaced suggesting the U.S. government had known all along.  Even the most loyal believers would second-guess themselves after looking into the numerous warnings the United States had received before that fateful day.

In January of 1941, Dr. Ricardo Shreiber, a Peruvian envoy in Tokyo told a secretary of the U.S. embassy that he had just learned from his intelligence sources of a war plan involving a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.  This information was forwarded to the State Department, Naval Intelligence, and Admiral Kimmel in Hawaii.  By July, numerous reports were flooding in.  U.S. Military Attache Smith-Hutton in Tokyo reported Japanese Navy secretly practicing aircraft torpedo attacks against capital ships in Ariake Bay, a bay which closely resembles Pearl Harbor.  Following this information, the U.S. Military Attache in Mexico sent a report that the Japanese were building special submarines for attacking the fleet in Pearl Harbor.  A training program for the submarines was said to be underway, which included towing them from Japan to positions off the Hawaiian Islands to practice surfacing and submerging.

Espionage during the time period had brought in its fair share of warnings as well.  In August of 1941, British agent, Dusko Popov, told the FBI of the planned attack on Pearl Harbor, saying it would come quickly.  The FBI told him that his information was “too precise, too complete to be believed.”  Elite Soviet spy, Richard Sorge, informed Kremlin that Pearl Harbor would be attacked within two months.  Moscow told him that the information had been passed to the United States.  U.S. Government copies of Sorge’s confession to the Japanese have references to Pearl Harbor conveniently removed.

The main source of controversy surrounding Pearl Harbor stems from President Roosevelt’s bold declaration that the United States would not enter foreign war unless physically provoked to do so.  On the 25th of November, Secretary of War Stimson noted in his diary, “FDR stated that we were likely to be attacked perhaps as soon as next Monday.”  FDR asked: “the question was how we should maneuver them into the position of firing the first shot without too much danger to ourselves.  In spite of the risk involved, however, in letting the Japanese fire the first shot, we realized that in order to have the full support of the American people it was desirable to make sure that the Japanese be the ones to do this so that there should remain no doubt in anyone's mind as to who were the aggressors.”
One of the last and most important pieces of information is that Hawaii officers reported the carrier force being at sea and in the North.  However, in reply to that report, Lt. Gen. Douglas MacArthur's command sent a series of three messages on November 26, 29, and December 2 to Hawaii giving false information about the location of the carrier fleet.  The messages said that the fleet was in the South China Sea leaving forces at Pearl Harbor unaware.
The facts of whether or not the United States government knew about the Pearl Harbor attacks ahead of time are still being argued today.  The question of if the U.S. could have prevented the attacks has become less of an issue in light of an all new question.  Did the U.S. government even want to prevent the attacks from happening?  Evidence pointing towards the government’s knowledge of the attacks also contains suggestions that Roosevelt had betrayed his own country.  However, the debate rages on with no signs of reaching a definite conclusion.  The U.S. government will continue to deny any accusations as Pearl Harbor maintains its title as the “Mother of All Conspiracies”.
