12/24/04
To My Father on Christmas,

It is a shame that most people regret the fact that they were never able to tell their loved ones how important they truly are.  Well, this Christmas I have taken it upon myself to count all of my blessings and appreciate the wonderful things I have in my life.  Most of all, I’ve come to realize that much of this joy in my life comes from having you as a father.
You see, Dad, I’m at a pretty big turning point in my life.  I have looked back at the road that got me here.  I want to thank you for all you’ve done for me.  Thank you for always believing in me and pushing me to be the best Randal I can be.  Also, thank you for taking the vegetables out of my vegetable soup.  Thank you for driving me to Toys ‘R’ Us to pick up the latest action figure.  Thank you for making me laugh.  Thank you for waking me up with a song and always having cereal ready.  Thank you for driving me to school, soccer, and pretty much everywhere else I wanted to go.  Thank you for trusting me and letting me stay out late when my friends had early curfews.  Thank you for going to WWF shows with me and cheering on The Rock.  Thank you for taking me to Disney World.  Thank you for taking me down the shore so I can jet ski before school starts every year.
Wow, I guess I’ve realized that I could go on forever.  Hopefully I’m getting the point across that I appreciate every single thing you’ve done for me.  Most of all, I want to thank you for genuinely caring for me and raising me the way you did.  I hope that one day I can be as great of a father as you were to me.  Thanks, Dad, for everything.  I hope you have as much happiness as you’ve given me.

