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A rising controversy in the last century has been the decision of legalizing euthanasia. This is an issue that is being faced around the world. There are only a handful of places around the globe that has made euthanasia, or mercy killing legal. The United States has had a difficult time legalizing euthanasia.

For decades, the United States has been trying to decide whether euthanasia should be legalized or stay illegal. What would you do if you were suffering physically to the point where you no longer wanted to live? Should a patient who has lost all powers of reasoning and who lives like a vegetable, totally hopeless and helpless, a terminal case who only wants to die, be forced to live? The number of people who are asking this question increases each day. Although the official position of the medical profession is to maintain life indefinitely, regardless of the condition of the patient, but with certain cases, euthanasia should be administered.


In the last century, many states in the U.S have been trying to legalize euthanasia and Oregon has succeeded being the only state in the U.S that can legally assist a person in their own death. In 1997, Oregon passed the Death With Dignity Act, which legalized assisted suicide. The act took 4 years to be passed. In 1993, Oregon Right to Die is founded in order to write and subsequently to help pass the Oregon Death with Dignity Act. A year later, Oregon voters approve Measure 16, a Death with Dignity Act ballot initiative that would permit terminally ill patients, under proper safeguards, to obtain a physician's prescription to end life in a humane and dignified manner. The vote is 51 percent to 49 percent. Finally, Oregon’s House of Representatives gave the people of Oregon the right to vote whether euthanasia should be legalized, and on November 4th, the people of Oregon voted “yes” for the legalization. The final ballot was 60 percent to 40 percent. 


After the law was passed in Oregon, other places in the United States tried to legalize euthanasia as well. The state of Michigan has been trying to pass the law since 1998, but no steps have been taken since the approval of the ballot measure, which allows a ballot to be made to pass a law. The state of Vermont has also been trying to pass the law since 1999. Vermont is in the final process of creating a ballot for the passing of the law. I will now give you some statistics from the past 5 years in respect to Oregon’s Death With Dignity Act. Since the passing of the law in 1998, there have only been 129 Assisted suicides. This is not a lot of deaths, considering the law has been passed for 5 years. The low amount of deaths since the law has been passed is a good thing because it proves that the law is not being taken advantage of. There are many reasons why people want to kill themselves, and through this relatively new law, their wishes can be granted. The International Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide released a breakdown of the reasons why the people who killed themselves through assisted suicide actually wanted to.


The main reasons given to the physicians performing the killings go as followed: Fear of being a burden, fear of losing autonomy, fear of losing control of bodily functions, inadequate pain control, fear of decreasing ability to do enjoyable activities, and financial implications. The legalization of euthanasia in Oregon has been successful because it has helped cure the physical, mental, and emotional anguish that people have been struggling with.


Some experts believe that Euthanasia should be legalized because of that option of dying. They also say that there should be a option to live, but there also think there should also be a option to die. Many also think that they should

stay alive because they don't want death for their own reason. Why not put

them out of their misery, if the pain that one goes through is excruciating

why not let them die. Well some say that life is precious, how is life precious, when it cannot be lived to the fullest?

